HOCHSTETLER

LOG HOMES DONE RIGHT

Promoting The Simple Life

VIEW FROM
THE MILL

By Levi Hochstetler

Wow, spring is here and summer is
just around the corner. Being in south
Texas for several weeks took a chunk
out of winter and enjoying 80 plus
degrees there made the winter seem a
lot shorter. Hmmm, maybe we should
make a habit of this? Unfortunately,
my wife does not like to travel or be
away from home any length of time.
However, | consider that as a blessing
in disguise; otherwise | probably
would be gone way too often!

Talking of being gone reminds me
that next week I'm again keeping up
with my tradition by taking off to bird-
watch. Generally, | stay within 30 miles
from home. One day | might spend
most of my time in our back yard.
Other days | will go around to several
local state parks and lakes including a
few swamps. Generally, all total, | will
get to see about 150 different species
of birds during that week!

The excitement here is that we are
nearly done developing several new
floor plans. Folks that have purchased
our portfolio of plans in the past two
years can request the new plans as
we finish them over the next several
months. Call us and request that we
mail or email you a copy and we are
happy to do that.

Log Cabin Days is just around the
corner. See the ad on page 3 for more
details. If you haven't experienced it
yet, this might be the time! Hope to
seeyou all!

Hochstetler Log Homes, LTD

552 Hwy. 95, Loudonville, OH
800-368-1015
HochstetlerLogHomes.com

Log Home iGiiis

Summer 2023

Why Log Homes are Better Than Conventional

COllStl‘ llCtiOll - by Devin Perry

Beyond a steady stream of visitors
seeking to soak up some rustic ambi-
ance and connect with Mother Na-
ture, there are other advantages for
owning a log and timber home over
more conventional construction.
Longtime homeowners say log and
timber homes offer rich rewards over
the stick and brick homes of their
neighbors. The benefits start with the
building materials.

1. Trees are Renewable Resources
Because trees are a renewable re-
source, log and timber homes come
with a solid green pedigree. When a

home is made from solid logs, you
are effectively taking the carbon
contained in those logs out of environmental circulation over the entire life of the home.

2. Long Lasting
Got a know-it-all in the neighborhood who thinks his brick home is durable? Inform him that log and timber homes are still in

continued on page 10

Building a Good “Builder-Homeowner”
RelationShiP (Part V - Continued from Spring 2023 Issue) - by Levi Hochstetler

#8 Inexperienced

Whether if this was implying that they were inexperienced in the business function of things or in the actual work itself, I'm
going to take it as meaning some of both.

A lot of builders have very minimal, formal business experience. Most of their experience is on the job site, swinging a hammer,
which is what they love to do. Many disdain paperwork which often ends up being anything but professional. A few lines, barely
legible, on a hand-written sheet of
paper is all that the contract consists
of. This may be better than a hand
shake, yet less than what most home

owners would like to see. A small
shed might be one thing, but when it
is your life dream, you don’t want to
leave anything to chance.

Sdill, there are many builders that
are highly professional, with office
and sales staff, and all the bells and
whistles that come with it. However,
there is a price attached to that.
Accordingly, don’t expect the more
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Award Winning!
Wilson i 2408 THE LIFE OF A LOG HOME OWNER

3BR/21/2BA

Are you considering building a log home but getting bombarded by
family and friends with all the reasons you shouldn’t? Listen to folks
that experienced log home living!

Godfreys

After nine years of living in their log home, Roy and Ruthanne
Godfrey still get that special feeling of warmth, whether it’s sitting in
front of the stone fireplace in the family room or enjoying wildlife from
the wooden swinging bench on their front porch.

The Godfreys have discovered an added benefit to their peaceful
country home. It has become a vacation retreat for their children and
grandkids. Ruthanne happily exclaimed, “Our family just loves to stay
here with us.”

Livengood’s
The Livengood’s love the fact that despite its large size, their log home

The Wilson is a chalet-style home designed to fit any doesn’t lose that homey feel. It’s solid and quiet, even in strong winds.
landscape, from a riverfront to a mountain-top view. The

master bedroom and bath are conveniently located on HOCHSTETLER IN THE NEWS

the first floor. Two additional bedrooms and a full bath are

located upstairs. In the timbered open-concept greatroom Congratulations to David and Camille Crago on receiving the honor of
there is plenty of space for guests to gather. Imagine having your log home featured in Log and Timber Home Living!

the pleasure of relaxing in this spacious sunroom with
its glowing fireplace, and large windows that bring your
beautiful surroundings to the inside.

The Wilson home, for the second year in a row, won
“Floorplan of the Year,” in Log & Timber Home Living
magazine and was voted 2022 best log home on
LogHomelLiving.com.

Build your own award-winning log home!
Call 800-368-1015 to get started.

20' Shed Dormer

28’ Shed Dormer

SECOND FLOOR

* Log Home rentals provide great return on investment.

* Guests are looking for a real log cabin to getaway.

COVERED
WALKWAY
GARAGE
24" x 24

& we (el Ml o) | * Asset that appreciates.
Eﬂ] - I T—_— * Luxury Lodges for family and executive retreats are in demand.
e ~ * Build your getaway and have it pay for itself by renting it out.
3 Bt FIRST FLOOR
s Call Joseph at Hochstetler Log Homes (800-368-1015)
g ¥ for consultation on your custom project.

Photo and floor plans may differ slightly from actual blueprints.

2 - (all 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article.



September 15 & 16, 2023 @ LIVING ON:[‘H/EE DGE
LOG CABIN DAYS o __

at Hochstetler Log Homes

COFFEE TABLES
END TABLES
SOFA TABLES
DINING TABLES ‘
CONFERENCE TABLES

Sample mouth-watering barbecue chicken, pastries, homemade
apple cider, delicious kettle popcorn and try the 1 Ib. Log
Cabin Burger!

Exhibits and seminars that will guide you through the log building
process and help you make your dream log home a reality.

Self-guided tour of several beautiful log homes. O
LIVE EDGE TABLES, BOARDS & MORE
TWO FUN-FILLED DAYS OF EVENTS THAT
740.504.0006

THE WHOLE FAMILY WILL ENJOY! ONE NORTH MAIN STREET - MOUNT VERNON OH
$5 Nominal Admission - plus $25 optional donation for Log Home Tour TABLESBOARDSMORE.COM

STAl'NlNG\ VIEDIZ
CAULKINET
AULKIN

"'“.J.Eifﬁ e ” U'N

WOULD YOU LIKE TO KEEP YOUR HOME PRESERVED WORRY FREE FORYEARSTO COME7

MAINTENANCE PROGRAM STARTING AT $100 PER MONTH
CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION AND A FREE ESTIMATE

4486 TR 156, Millersburg - Duane Raber 330-231-2473 . pinelane20@gmail.com

(all 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete artidle. * 3




Building a Good “Builder-Homeowner” Relationship
- cont’d from page 1

“professional builder” to be the cheapest one on the block.

Among other advantages, their paperwork will likely be more professional. But
probably, more importantly, they would usually have several of their own crews along
with several proven sub-contractors that they can pull from and be relied on. Perhaps
also, they would have better insurances, warranties and personnel to take care of call
backs.

But, as for the actual hands-on building expertise, there probably is no good
advantages. Do they have fulltime staff to answer the phone or not?

Here at Hochstetler Log Homes, we put on a three day workshop to train builders
to build log homes. Logs are stacked, windows and doors along with exterior and
interior trim is installed, and our trade mark timbered loft and roof system is erected.
Our aim is to cover most everything that is unique in constructing a log home. I
would think that most of the accomplished log home companies out there would
provide some sort of formal training for the builders that build the homes for their
clients.

Every log home manufacturer does things a little different. Regardless of who
you buy from, I would recommend that you as a client, insist that the potential
builder you are considering does attend the log home mill’s training workshop. I
would say you should, even if the builder has built 100’s of log homes using other
manufacturer’s packages. That, along with a construction manual, providing they are
competent builders, should not leave any reason they can’c get it right.

Like most other scenarios, doing your homework before you sign on the bottom
line is imperative. Talking to several homeowners they have built for is probably the
foremost preventive solution. Checking their credentials, who did they build for in
the past, or if none, who did they work for before, and what training did they have?

#9 Not organized

This could be an impression you would get from most builders. Even more so if this
is the first time you have had a custom home build. Again, they are out on the job
site trying to get the roof on and they don’t have time to get all the “ducks in a row”
like most of us would like to see. Their primary interest is to make sure the material is
there when they need it.

Also, most will want to keep several projects going at any one time. That way,
if they are waiting on their electrician or plumber on your site, they can jump to
another project and keep on being productive. This, by itself, will often be perceived
by the homeowner as somewhat wishy-washy. However, it is very necessary for them
to have several projects going at any one time, in order to stay competitive and keep
their employees busy. ;.:Iég

To be continued in the next issue of Mill-Direct News

BECOME THE PREFERRED
LOG HOME BUILDER IN YOUR AREA.

.

Hochstetler is looking for craftsman-oriented builders
to help make our clients dreams of owning a log home

become a realty. There are numerous benefits to you: You Do The Building.

» We provide the customer. We Do Everything Else.
« We manage all the design and materials, provide detailed

blueprints with a construction manual and materials location list

- allowing you to focus on what you do best. Call today to get started.
« Get hands-on training at our Builder’s Workshop and take
advantage of convenient phone support. 800- 368- 1 0 1 5

o Our logs are air-dried for at least 9 months, then kiln-dried for a
lighter, better performing log. The tapered tongue and groove on
the logs help make stacking faster.

4 - Call 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article.

FOR A SIMPLER LIFE

Who doesn't love an old-fashioned barbecue?
Outdoor cooking is as American as apple pie. At Lehman's,
we carry everything you need for grills, barbecues, recipes and
accessories that will let you enjoy the outdoors this summer.
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LEHMANS.COM « 800.438.5346
On the Square in Kidron, OH e Open every day except Sunday

Featured in

Hochstetler
MILLERS [k
FURNITURE

Located just 10 minutes from Hochstetler’s
419-994-5595 « millersfurniture.com




Summer Open House
JUNE 23-24

Tour the Teton, Black Fork, McKay Log Homes and Mill.

The Teton

Everything is luxurious in this 3083 sq. ft. home. What
brings this design to the forefront is the curb appeal — no
matter how you approach it you will fall in love. This log
home’s showing will be limited as it is for sale.

The McKay

This 2007 sq. ft. model features the popular open-concept
great room with large fireplace and exposed timber ceiling,
inviting sunroom, master bedroom with master bath, plus a
large open loft and two additional bedrooms and bath upstairs.

ik (T A §

The Black Fork
The perfect getaway for that wooded or lakefront lot. It of-
fers the timbered front porch, open-concept greatroom with
fireplace and adjoining dining area and kitchen, and spa-
cious bedroom. Upstairs, a large loft area provides addition-
al living space and overlooks the great room.

A‘i“;.g - TOveTa
HOCHSTETLER _
Mill tour
Call 800.368.1015 for more information See first-hand how the modern day log homes are crafted
Location: 552 SR 95, Loudonville, OH 44842 using state-of-the-art equipment. Tour the mill, air yard and
Hours: Friday 9-5 Saturday 9-5 dry kilns.

Call 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article. * 5



- Photography by Style Life Photography

As a young boy, Keith’s dream for a log home was kindled when he went to his friends
hunting cabin. He told his Dad that someday he would own one.

Many years later Keith and his love, “Janet,” went on a property search for a quiet
secluded place where they could build their own dream log home and get away from
it all. Her daughter actually ended up finding property that was coming up for auc-
tion. Keith and Janet went to the open house and found that it could be that “diamond
in the rough.” But it would take some work. It was an old farmstead that had been
neglected for years and was overgrown. The house was no longer salvageable and would
need to be torn down. But it was in the woods and so... peaceful.

The day of the auction arrived, and with it over 100 people attending. “It will be a
slim chance of getting it with so many people,” thought Keith. He was pretty nervous
and when they started taking bids, he wasn’t even close to Janet, and she had no idea
who was bidding. It went over their price point and Janet lost all hope of owning this
piece of heaven. After the property was sold the auctioneer asked the highest bidder to
step up to sign the papers and that is when Janet realized Keith was the winning bidder.
Janet couldn’t believe it, she was so excited! Later the auctioneer laughingly said, “Her
expression was worth a video.”

They immediately started the cleanup of the area where they planned to build their log
home and began the search for a company they could trust to build the home of their
dreams. Keith saw an ad in Log & Timber Home Living for Hochstetler Log Homes
and scheduled a visit. “We were taken away,” exclaimed Keith, “everything was so clean
at their milling facility and they had a huge inventory of logs. We were so impressed we
didn’t even check with other companies.”

After touring the log home models they left with a dilemma. Keith liked the McKay




780"

model and Janet liked the Black Fork model. After getting home Janet was browsing = = = Z
thru photos that Hochstetler had given them and came across the Whitney’s home. (A

modified Black Fork) “This is it,” she said, showing it to Keith, who agreed that it was a

beautiful home. And, after making a second trip to the Black Fork, he fell in love. e &

They did modify the plan to fit their lifestyle, adding four feet to the width and length, m BN | s W% I .
adding a breezeway and garage, and most importantly the “sunroom”. This is where . I8 s o
Janet’s office is now and she is seeing a lot of four-footed (wildlife) visitors coming daily First ole L P e ==d
right outside her window. How great is that, she thought, a workstation in the woods! Floor Plan | s J M K”C“EN -

Dave Hostetler was hired to build the home. It was a distance for them to travel, so
we agreed to purchase a used camper for them to stay in and this would save Hostetler [ oo o
travel time and cut down on travel expences for us. Some of the guys would stay over- A
night in a tent. Janet made sure the crew didn’t go hungry or thirsty and was soon a 2 R0
favorite. The payoff was that when she needed changes to be made, she got a “yes.” “The J =
build process went so smooth,” said Keith, “It was just a flow, with everything falling
into place. It was truly hard for us to see our dear friends (the crew) leave.” 7 W

“It’s been two years now,” reminisced Keith, “and it is still so amazing. A log home just ‘ N ==
brings the outdoors in and we love it. Other people travel here and there, rent a cabin - 25|
for the weekend and we get to stay in one every day! We love our log home and we're so S ? : = 0
proud. You get home from work and it just seems like you can shut the world out.” frﬂ}[? Second —

Floor Plan B [ i

For additional information about this home, please
contact Hochstetler Log Homes at 800-368-1015.



See us at Log Cabin Days!

&Cabln Store

d Outfit your
¥ Home or Cabin
i Custom-Built Available

330-674-1838
7860 SR 241, Millersburg

Only 10 miles from Millersburg

Dining Room - Living Room - Bedroom - Barnwood

9-5 Mon-Fri il
9-4 Sat

» Amazing Log and Timber Homes

* Floor Plans to Fit Your Budget and Lifestyle

» Design Ideas For Each Room, From Kitchens to Bedrooms
« Step-By-Step Checklists and Guides

« Two Special Issues Included With Your Subscription:
Log Homes: You Have Questions, We Have Answers and
the Timber Home Living Annual Buyer's Guide

8 « (all 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article.

Best
Western

PLUS.

Compllmentary Breakfast F|tness Room ngh Speed Internet

243 E. Liberty St., Wooster « (330) 264-7750 « bestwestern.com

LOG HOME STAINING

by Furman Helmuth

Cleaning « Caulking
Repair « Staining
419-606-6912

2430 Twp. Rd. 505, Loudonville, OH

1 YEAR FOR

ONLY $17°

THAT'S

76% OFF!I™

AND GET 2 FREE GIFTS!

TO GET THIS SPECIAL
OFFER, JUST SCAN
THIS QR CODE WITH
YOUR PHONE!

"PLEASE ADD $3 ANNUAL SHIPPING AND HANDLING. OFFER VALID
FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY. "OFF NEWSSTAND COVER PRICE
FOR A FULL YEAR OF 8 ISSUES.




EICHER WOODWORKING =

CUSTOM KITCHEN & BATH CABINETRY

See our cabinetry at

Hochstetler’s Model Homes!

O vodland Repse

LOG HOMES

o 20
8 yes
Oln « (4
es “Built to Stand h

8691 TR 323 - Holmesville, OH 44633

330-763-1285

e New Log Homes ¢ Chinking
e Hunting Cabins e Complete Log Home Care 515 S.R. 95, LOUDONVILLE, OH 44842
e Log Home Staining 4"9_994_1098
Lo HoMEs BUILT FOR GENERATIONS TO ENJOY EICHERWOODWORKING.COM - INFO@EICHERVWWOODWORKING.COM

Building your dream home?

The Adams Team has decades of experience
in mortgage lending, specifically in new home
construction, including log homes. Let me be
your FIRST choice in financing!

* New Construction Financing
e Bridge Loans "Build Now/Sell Later”

l“\\\\\\\\\\\\i\\\\\\?\:“\ l. ' i\i\\\ e Land Financing S

f * FHA Loans, Veterans Loans FIRST FEDERAL

Conventional Financing Community Bank

A I I 1|

M= d (R

" SCAN or follow
<<< link below to
learn more!

www.needpreapproved.com/theadamsteam

tadams@ffcb.com
P S Question? 614-657-7358
Columbus, OH 43240

Call 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article. « 9



Why Log Homes are Better Than Conventional
Construction

- cont’d from page 1

use in Europe and routinely date back more than 800 years. And, one log-con-
structed church in Russia is reportedly more than 1,700 years young!

3. Withstand Mother Nature’s Wrath

The log and timber home industry has countless stories of these homes successfully
weathering the worst weather Mother Nature can dish out, including the 2005
Hurricanes Katrina and Rita. When Rita’s winds caused a giant oak tree to crash
through the roof of Menlo Klingman and his wife, Mickey’s, 1,700-square-foot log
and timber home in Eastern Texas, the home’s solid log walls withstood the weight
of the toppled tree and prevented more damage “There is no doubt in my mind
that this log and timber home saved our lives,” says Mickey.

4. FittheLand

Since this organic building material comes from nature, the resulting structures
blend into the topography like a 10-point buck on opening day. Log homes natu-
rally integrate right into the landscape, rather than being awkwardly imposed on it.

6. Warmth of Wood

Warm to the touch (as opposed to the always chilly sheetrock), wood has “thermal
mass,” a natural property in the logs that helps keep inside temperatures of homes
comfortable in all seasons. This allows log walls to collect and store energy, then
radiate it back into the home.

7. Super Energy-Efficient

Provided the home is sealed properly (between the foundation and the first course
of logs, between log-to-log connections and where the roof system meets the log
wall), you can have a super energy-efficient home. Indeed, some builders routinely
build log and timber homes to meet the DOE’s “Energy Star” standards. This
means it will be 30% more efficient than what building codes call for, saving you
serious money over the life of the home. “Today we can build a log and timber
home to be 15 to 20 percent more energy-efficient than a conventional home,” says
builder Mike Gingras, owner of Seven North Log Homes in New Haven, Vermont,

10 - Call 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article.

who has designed and built Energy Star-rated log and timber homes for the past 18
years.

8. A Picture is Worth aThousand Words

Hanging a picture in a home with drywall is a big ordeal, involving a stud finder, a
hammer or drill and bruised fingers — maybe even a bruised ego, since your spouse
may tell you to move the picture, requiring patch work. Homeowners report the
simplicity of hanging a picture is one the simple joys of living in a log and timber
home.

9. Rustic Doesn’t Mean It Isn’t High Tech
While rugged is appealing, “roughing it” is definitely out. That’s why today’s log and

timber homeowners increasingly want a hideaway that’s connected, automated and
secure. Many log and timber homeowners are adding backup generators (in case of
power outages), security system and a CAT 5 wiring system that can accommodate
high speed video, voice and data, as well as a host of new communication technolo-
gies on the horizon.

10. The Eyes Have It

If you're worried about mold, mildew or insect infestation, then a log and timber
home offers clear advantages since you'll be able to see anything untoward, just by
taking a stroll around your home and visually inspecting the logs. This quick detec-
tion leads to a less costly remedy... in contrast to a conventional home, the sealed
wall cavities can be a hidden refuge for mold, mildew and insect infestation, which
can cause far more damage before its detected.

11. Superior Craftsmanship

Conventional custom homes can have their fare share of beautiful carpentry, but
this is typically limited to trim and millwork. In log and timber homes, examples
of craftsmanship are at every turn; in the handcrafted staircase with its branch-like
spindles and balustrade, in the hand-scribed large timbers overhead in the cathedral
ceiling, in the one-of-a-kind light fixtures.

12. Peace and Quiet
Log homes are often quieter than stick built homes, thanks to the same thermal
mass that provides energy-efficiency and the sound deadening effects of wood walls,

according to a white paper produced by the National Association of Home Builders
Log and Timber Homes Council. “The acoustical benefits of a log wall, therefore,
are the reduced transmission provided by its solid mass and the sound deflection
provided by the profile of the log (the angle, shape, and texture of the log surface),”

the paper concludes.

e, National

Association

Article from loghomes.org used with permission from NAHB« Builders



Air Filtration Test passes with Flying Colors
- by Nathan Hochstetler Let us bul[d t,’le ’/lOme

Recently another in-door blower door test was done on a Hochstetler Log Home. In Of‘ you-y- dyeams

some areas this is required, while others do it just to see how efficient their home is.

Raymond & Kathleen Hippeli’s 2,869 square foot home, which they built in Virginia,
passed with flying colors at 1.43 Air Changes per Hour (ACH). To pass the energy
code it needed to be 5 ACH or less. Both the person doing the testing and the builder
were surprised at the results, because of the misconception that log homes are drafty
and not air-tight

With more and more of our homes getting the ACH done, we are even more con-
vinced than ever that log homes can be the tightest homes available. (If done right!)
Recently, while doing an ACH test we noticed that the area where it was stick framed,
from the breezeway to the garage, was where we felt the most air leakage during the
test. This is one of the reasons we recommend using logs wherever possible throughout
the home, including breezeways, gables, and dormers. This, combined with 8” Rigid
Insulation System in the roof, standard in all our log homes, creates one of the most

o - , i

efficient homes available. -
Another important consideration will be the guys that are going to be stacking the HPH H
logs, your builder. We believe that it is important to have checks and balances in place Tu rn- key Bu I Id I ng SOI Utlons
with a builder. The best situation is when you purchase the material from the manufac- - - -
turer and they help you find a builder that is reputable and trained to put together their In th e H oc kl ng H I I Is Area
home packages. This allows the manufacturer to keep tabs on the builder to try and
make sure he does things correctly. On the flip side, since the builder is not making
part of his profit on the material, he is going to make sure the manufacturer does not 51000 Old Route 50
send out inferior products, which would cause him to spend more time than necessary
when putting the home together. It is so important that you do thorough research on Londonde"y, OH 45647
all parties involved. It will make a difference in the energy-efliciency of your home. ﬁé; 740-637-0201

o Serving 14 states across the country with rural
~— R l ' R A L ]-SJc lending. Scan this code or visit Rurallst.com to
“ see our service area and inquire today.

All loans subject to credit approval and eligibility. Rural 1St is a tradename and Rural 1st and the Rolling Hills Window icon
are exclusive trademarks of Farm Credit Mid-America, NMLS 407249. Rural 1st products are available to consumers within
the territories of participating Farm Credit System Associations. Equal Housing Lender. LENDER

Call 800.368.1015 to order back issuse or for the complete article. * 11



HN:1 122728 Bob’s Bucket List —

- by Bill Dinkins

Bob learned the skills of hunting from his grandfather, Louis, as a young lad. First,
hunting squirrels on a neighbor’s farm back in the 50’. In the pre-dawn hours they
would arrive in the old pickup, don their camo jackets and start their hunt. Louis,
armed with his old mug of coffee and favorite .410 shotgun, would lead Bob through
the woods to his favorite spot - usually a grove of large hickory and chestnut trees.

They took their seats on the forest floor and listened intently for the sounds of squirrels
chewing on nuts and dropping hulls to the ground. Birds were just waking and chirped
loudly at their presence. Nevertheless, they waited ... and waited ... and waited some
more. Finally, a squirrel would appear, but invariably scamper to the other side of the
tree. Not to be outdone, Louis would throw a stone to the other side and the squirrel
would move to their side of the tree...a fatal mistake. Bob was learning the old grandpas
secrets and after several trips he finally got a chance to hunt, and bagged a couple. Later
that evening, grandma fixed the succulent meal, and complete with squirrel gravy, was
icing on the cake! He was soon hooked on the thrill of hunting and enjoying every
season in the great outdoors.

Bob’s uncle, Sam, was also a hunter and they often went rabbit hunting with Bob’s
little beagle, Buckshot. Buckshot would scare up a rabbit, and if neither Bob or Jim had
a good shot he would stay on the trail until the rabbit would circle around and usually
give them a better shot. Those were good times and those memories often resurfaced lat-
er when Bob was on a hunting trip. Good times, great friends, unforgettable memories!

Later, as an adult, Bob became interested in turkey hunting since it seemed to be the
ultimate challenge and they were plentiful on nearby farms. That was a completely dif-
ferent challenge though, since it involved both hunting and calling.

The spring season in Ohio is in early April for male turkeys (gobblers), so aside from
the usual hunting equipment, he needed to either buy or build himself a call. He made
a slate call, which involved striking a disc of slate with a pencil-size dowel, or striker, to o1 in that part of the world, Bob had a tough decision.
duplicate a hen’s clucking sound. Gobblers were attracted to that sound and came to In the end, Bob reluctantly decided to forego his “bucket list” and stay home with
investigate. It took skill to learn the exact angle of the striker and the timing of the call.  pic et Jove, his wife Bobbiel” &

Most hunters rushed their calls and gobblers were not fooled. Patience was a prereq-
uisite and sometimes it took over an hour to bring in one gobbler. It was a strategic
game, as he would call...then listen, call again...and listen, %ill finally he heard a reply. A

receptive or anxious gobbler would sometimes come in on a dead run to visit the “hen”, 75 La rge Je[ecflo n!
but wise old gobblers were not so anxious and usually zigzagged their way in, sometimes s _ .

ending up behind the caller. And, ironically, not only turkeys, but coyotes and bobcats | M I llE R “Rustic, but Comfortable”
were also drawn to the calls! /" RUSTIC FURNITURE

As Bobs interest and skill in turkey hunting increased so did his interest in the
“Royal Slam,” which meant bagging the five species of turkeys in America: Eastern, Rio
Grande, Merriam, Osceola, and Gould. It took a few years but Bob accomplished this
and now has the mounted turkeys to prove it, along with his certificate.

But his “bucket list” was not complete. A sixth turkey, the rare and colorful Ocel-
lated, was needed for his ultimate goal, the coveted “World Slam”. The Ocellated turkey
is the most beautiful of all turkeys with a glorious mix of iridescent copper, bronze, red,
green and gold feathers. Imagine a hybrid turkey/peacock! It inhabits tropical decidu-
ous and lowland evergreen forests in very remote areas, and is only found in the Yucatan
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Peninsula of Mexico, Guatemala, and Belize. Only a few hunters have achieved the
“World Slam” due to its limited range and the 5-hour trek to get to it’s range. It almost
seemed like an impossible task...and faced with the civil unrest and dangerous situa-
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